E7*~ 


1 


STORI 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



IO BULLETIN OF THE PENNSYLVANIA MUSEUM 

JAPANESE RAMMA, OR. TEMPLE CARVING 

The ramma shown in the accompanying illustration is an example of 
Japanese wood carving recently lent to the Museum by Mr. Lowndes Taylor. 

The Japanese artist takes rank with the best of the world's wood carvers, 
and reproduces not only nature as he sees it, but illustrates story and legend 
as well. 

In the ramma under consideration he has taken for his picture the moment 
in the history of the fisher boy, Urashima Taro, when he is leaving the home 




OLD JAPANESE RAMMA 
Wrashima Taro and the Sea King's Daughter 

of the Sea King's daughter to visit the good father and mother whom he left 
presumably but three short years before. He rides upon the friendly fish and 
carefully carries the magic casket which the princess has given him to insure 
his safe return. 

As we know, this Japanese Rip Van Winkle is to find his village destroyed, 
his parents dead these many years, and himself forgotten. In a vain hope, he 
disobeys the warning of the Sea King's daughter, opens the casket, and, as 
a filmy cloud issues from it and disappears over the horizon, his years gather 
upon him and he dies in agony. 

This legend is one of the oldest in the language, and many of the older 
school of literati accept it as true history. 

The carving displays a fine sense of motion and is full of feeling. The 
lower part is gracefully balanced by the overhanging clouds, while the coloring 
is subdued and dignified. M. H. S. 




